CHAPTER XIV
MORE SERMONS ON NON-VIOLENCE
Unlike the trans-Indus Districts of Peshawar, Mar-
dan, Kohat, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan, the cis-Indus
District of Hazara is not predominantly Pathan in its popu-
lation nor is the Pathan element here as unmellowed as
in the other districts. Comprised of the hilly tracts of
Manshera and Abottabad and the well-watered Tahsil of
Haripur, the district is more or less co-extensive with the
territory of Takshashila which was once a flourishing cis-
Indus Hindu kingdom with its capital at Taxila, the seat
of the famous university to which " flocked students not
-only from the farthest corners of India but also from places
beyond the Gobi desert in Central Asia." Gandhiji's pro-
gramme in the district included visits to the headquarters
-of all the three tahsils. Arriving at Abbottabad from
Haripur on the morning of 7th November several hours
before the scheduled time, he took his host Rai Bahadur
Paramanand by surprise. Situated at a height of 4,102
feet above sea level, and surrounded by the indescri-
bable beauty of the Kagan valley on the northern and
the girdle of snow-capped peaks on the Manshera side,
Abbottabad is a charming little spot but for its past asso-
ciations. There are not many places in India that have
paid such a heavy price for their first lesson in non-vio-
lence as Abbottabad had to during the Khilafat days. And
even today a casual ramble about the town served to bring
home to the visitor the painful fact that here, as in many
another hill station in India, the civilian inhabitant was
the underdog in his own home. All the choicest places
were reserved for the military and the ruling caste. I was
shown one instance where an Indian gentleman was not
permitted to occupy his own bungalow in the civil Jines,
because the two adjacent bungalows on either side of it,
also his property, had been rented out to saheblogs who
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